
 

 

       When Polio  
      Came Home 
   How Ordinary People  
Overcame Extraordinary  
          Challenges 
 

Over sixty-plus years ago, polio came home to the forty-one 
individuals who tell their story 

 
When Polio Came Home tells how polio struck all kinds of homes, and once children 
were diagnosed, hospitalized, and then returned home, many lives changed: theirs, 
their parents and siblings, and their community.  They tell of being hospitalized, some 
for weeks, some months, some years—therapy and exercises, adjusting to being home, 
going to school, and working and living a full life. 
 
The word “polio” frightened families in the 1940s and ‘50s. The poliovirus mostly 
attacked children as young as a year, up to young adults. No one knew how the virus 
passed, so everything was suspect and feared.  
 
Americans didn’t know how to react—we had nothing to which we could compare this 
national tragedy. Every day new cases were announced. The early ‘50s were the worst, 
with 1952 reaching the epidemic stage.  Sister Kenny, Shriners and Gillette Hospital 
were overwhelmed with new cases every day. 
 

May we never again experience such a national epidemic. 
_________________________________________________________ 
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“Both heartwarming and heartbreaking, When Polio 
Came Home:  How Ordinary People Overcame 
Extraordinary Challenges, is a fascinating 
compilation of stories from the families most affected 
by this pernicious and destructive disease.  These 
inspiring stories will melt the hearts of even the most 
unwavering grinch. Although the individual stories 
are unique, they share a common bond; each family 
suffering the fear, anguish and ruthlessness of polio, 
and each family rising, in what can only be described 
as heroic ways, to meet the challenges they faced—
and continue to face.” 

– Diane Keyes, author of Snowpeople and   
award-winning This Sold House 

 


