
41 People Tell “My Story” 
Ronny Dittbenner 
“Look. I Can Walk” .15 

Nancy Gosz 
Mother and Daughter Affected on Daughter’s Birthday .19 

Sue Mauren 
My Sister, Nancy .31 

Larry Kouhout  
Polio–An Epidemic of Fear, Paralysis, and Stigma .35 

Dennis Anderson 
My Connection with Sister Kenny—and Growing Up in the 1950s During the Polio Epidemic .47 

Margy Hull 
Making Polio Work for Me 53 

Janice Kretsch  
Polio Hits Farm Family Very Hard 61 

Adele Poindexter Evidon 
Not Yet Two and Confined to an Iron Lung .65 

Janice Norberg 
Telling My Mom’s Story .73 

Arlene Sanborn  
What Doesn’t Kill You, Makes You Strong 79 

Ruth Gensmen  
“You Better Watch Out or….” .91 

Ellajane Knott 
Polio and Pregnancy 107 

Lawrence Bigelow  
A Bum Leg, But an Active Life 111  

June (Kerkhoff) Alraid  
My Post-Polio Is Much Worst Than When First Affected 119  
Bob Beauchaine  
I Was One of Kids Sister Kenny Used at Her Medical Symposiums 123  

Sarah Crosby  
An Iron Lung at the End of My Bed 129  

Sue Peterson  
A Daughter Remembers Her Dad 137  
Clara Ries  
Bulbar Polio Paralyzed My Throat 141  

Kate Pettit  
Polio—A Family’s Story 145  
Vivian Houk  
More Compassion, Understanding and Tolerance for Others 149  

Lois Finke  
“She’ll Never Walk Again” 159  



LaVonne Grussendorf  
Wife Tells of Her Husband’s Polio Challenges 165  

Harley Greenberg  
One of the Lucky Ones 173  
Randi Luoto  
I’m Very Grateful 183  

Carol Lucas  
A Small Community’s Love Story to a Teen With Polio 185  
Linda Miller  
A Scary Summer 193  

Ernie Lapp  
Two Perspectives 197 

Jeanne Wiger  
Having Polio Made Me a Classic “Over-Achiever” 205  

Joan Schaefer  
Polio Strikes a Family’s Three Children 209  

June Fischer  
From Active Teenager to Being Bedbound 24/7 215  
Glen Hausfeld  
My Polio Was Secondary to Other Life Challenges 219  

Marcia Halfmann  
My Halloween Memory 223  
Nancy Wiggins  
Teen-Age Memories of Having Polio 231  

Kathy Hamers  
Four-Plus Years at Gillette Hospital ................................245  
Virginia Johnson  
A Mother’s Advocacy Never Ends 231  
Sharon Kroncke  
A Love Story … From Care to Cure 245  

Gary Rantala  
Polio Hits Home on the Iron Range 253  
Jim Jeselnick  
Dr.Wright Changed My Life 257  

Katalin Govrik Preisler  
Polio Come to the Party 263  
Lois Drill  
My Children Never Saw Me as “Crippled” 277  

Paul Johnson  
A Lot of Kids on “The Iron Range” Had Polio 281 


